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The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Ms. BALDWIN).

————

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
March 28, 2007.

I hereby appoint the Honorable TAMMY
BALDWIN to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

———
PRAYER

Rabbi Paul Silton, Temple Israel, Al-
bany, New York, offered the following
prayer:

May the author of liberty and equal-
ity, who created all human beings in
His image, bless all of you who have
been chosen by the citizens of this
great bastion of democracy to rep-
resent them.

May He grant all of you the privilege
of discovering His will and doing it
wholeheartedly. May He touch your
lives with the spirit of wisdom and in-
sight. May He grant all of you the abil-
ity to make wise decisions and the sat-
isfaction of doing a multitude of good
deeds. May He strengthen you to walk
in paths of honesty, to courageously
meet every challenge, and to overcome
all obstacles.

May you be blessed with long and
peaceful lives, lives free from shame
and reproach, lives filled with many
years of physical vitality, so that you
may see all your heart’s desires for
goodness fulfilled and the work of your
hands established.

——
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the

last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House her approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

——————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from New Jersey (Mr.
PASCRELL) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. PASCRELL led the Pledge of Al-
legiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

WELCOMING DR. RABBI PAUL
SILTON

(Mr. McNULTY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. McNULTY. Madam Speaker, I
rise today to welcome my very dear
friend, Dr. Rabbi Paul Silton, and to
thank him for offering the opening
prayer this morning for the United
States House of Representatives.

Rabbi Silton has served the commu-
nity of New York’s Capital Region for
over 30 years as Rabbi of Temple Israel,
the largest conservative synagogue in
northeastern New York. He began his
career at Temple Israel as the edu-
cation director where he was respon-
sible for fostering growth at every edu-
cation level, including the addition of
an adult education program.

Rabbi Silton has made enormous con-
tributions not just to Temple Israel,
but to the entire community. He found-
ed the Holocaust Survivors and Friends
in Pursuit of Justice. He also hosted a
3-day National Holocaust Conference
for 1,500 participants at Temple Israel.

He has also organized a multitude of
services for the community Kristall-
nacht and the Holocaust Memorial
commemorations.

Through the efforts of Dr. Rabbi Paul
Silton, Temple Israel has received nu-
merous awards from the United Syna-
gogue of Conservative Judaism, in ad-
dition to education awards for pro-
gramming, high school education, and
the Framework for Excellent Syna-
gogue School Program Award.

I am proud to welcome my very dear
friend, Dr. Rabbi Paul Silton this
morning, and to thank him on behalf of
the entire United States House of Rep-
resentatives.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will recognize up to 15 requests
for 1-minute speeches on each side.

———

FISCAL RESPONSIBILITY WITHOUT
RAISING TAXES

(Mr. PASCRELL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PASCRELL. Madam Speaker,
rather than pulling out the tired old
talking points of ‘“‘tax and spend,” I
wish my colleagues and my good
friends on the other side of the aisle
would actually read the Democratic
budget resolution. Really, it makes for
pretty good reading.

If they did, they would see that no-
where in the budget do we call for any
increase in taxes; nowhere.

In fact, if the Republicans read our
budget, they would see that it actually
directs the Ways and Means Com-
mittee, of which I am a member, to
come up with immediate relief for mid-
dle-income families who would other-
wise be subject to the alternative min-
imum tax. Unless we reform that tax,
19 million families will have to pay
higher taxes in 2007.

The President played games with this
tax, coming up with only a l-year fix.
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